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At Wilderness Inquiry, we believe that 
time spent in nature feeds the mind, body, 
and soul. More than a trip or program, 
a Wilderness Inquiry adventure is an 
experience. An opportunity for connection. 
A sense of belonging. 

In 2023, we paddled, hiked, and camped alongside thousands of people 
who inspired us with the unique and meaningful ways they engage with 
nature. We welcomed participants of all ages and with any level of outdoor 
experience, supporting them as they discovered and deepened their own 
journeys into the outdoors. And our foundational emphasis on diversity, 
equity, inclusion, and access in nature has proven successful in growing 
our work and reach. 

Across the following pages, we reflect on the meaningful moments that 
were created from spending time outdoors together. In every program and 
on every trip, we are reminded that our mission is people-centered and 
nurtured along by the generosity of our Wilderness Inquiry community. 

Thank you for adventuring with us.

Erika Rivers		
Executive Director

John Butler

Kelly Drummer

Beth Finch

Paul Fischer

Laura Forero

John Grady

Mary Hanley

Kate Hartfiel

Dan Moreno

Mikisha Nation

Dotun Obadina

Craig Peterson

Bill Schmoker

Dear Friends

2023 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

CHAIR  Cecile Bedor 

VICE CHAIR  Louis Lambert 

TREASURER  John Hinck 

SECRETARY   Jaime Stilson 

FORMER CHAIR  Ed Spencer, Jr.

SANTA BARBARA   
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A very memorable moment was 
hiking Storm King as a group. Everyone 
in the group gave it a try and everyone 
was encouraging each other. It was  
nice to challenge myself.”

— Olympic National Park Hike and Explore - Disabled American Veterans

OLYMPIC  
NATIONAL PARK    
photo: Trent Dilks



Wilderness Inquiry Serves

82% of participants  
are under the age of 21

47% of participants  
identify as BIPOC

Everyone 
Belongs in  
the Outdoors

CORE BELIEF 

MISSION
Connecting people of all ages, 
backgrounds, identities, and 
abilities through shared outdoor 
adventures so that all people can 
equitably experience the benefits  
of time spent in nature.

CORE VALUES 
Paddling Together 

Seeking the Exceptional 

Finding a Way

Nurturing Inclusion

28% of extended 
trip participants and 7% of 
participants across all programs 
identify as having a disability

LAKE MARION  photo: Callianne Jones  



Hawaii

2023 Adventure Destinations

In 2023, 34,428 people joined us for 
immersive and life-changing outdoor adventures.

2023 By the Numbers

32,806 
youth, adults, and families 
paddled, learned, and 
explored outdoors through 
Canoemobile and multi-
day programs, promoting 
outdoor equity and 
nurturing engagement  
with the natural world 

New  
Zealand

Tanzania

Iceland

Costa Rica

1,487
individuals and families 
joined extended and 
near-nature overnight 
adventures, building 
confidence and  
immersive connections  
in the outdoors

135 

individuals participated 
in leadership and career 
pathways, fostering deeper 
connections to community 
and lifelong engagement  
in the outdoors



Day & Multi-Day Programs

Near-Nature & Extended  
Overnight Adventures

Connecting Individuals and 
Communities to the Benefits  
of Time Spent in Nature
Through a progression of repeating and reinforcing outdoor 
experiences, our Pyramid of Outdoor Engagement offers deepening 
levels of participation, exploration, and connection within nature.

Resilience, Outdoor Skills Development,  
Network Building

Fellowships, Outdoor Careers, Training

Accomplishment, Immersion in Nature,  
Group Belonging

Near-Nature Overnights, Lodge-Based Trips, 
Backcountry Adventures

Confidence, Exposure to  
Natural World, Positive Identity

Canoemobile, Community Events, Outdoor 
Credit Recovery, Virtual Programs

Leadership & Career Pathways
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I'm a believer in 
outdoor education 
and giving students 
the opportunity to 
participate in activities 
that promote healthy, 
lifelong experiences.”
— PATTI, TEACHER, STEWARTVILLE, MN

“Our students had an 
amazing experience 
and the lessons learned 
go far beyond anything 
we could teach in a 
classroom. 

left to right, from upper left 

LAKE PHALEN   
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SANTA BARBARA   
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Day & Multi-Day Programs
Day and multi-day programs offer an introduction to nature-based 

activities, build outdoor skills, increase confidence in outdoor settings, 
and expose participants to the physical, mental, and social-emotional 

benefits of time spent in nature. Single- and multi-day experiences 
are designed for participants of all ages and abilities, and are 

enriched with land-based learning activities such as STEM 
exploration, cultural and geographic history, and environmental 

stewardship.
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�From the wonderful 
hikes we did as a 
group to the amazing 
dinners we shared 
together, Wilderness 
Inquiry made this trip 
one to never forget.”
— DEVIN, HAWAII HIKE  
AND EXPLORE PARTICIPANT 

“�I never knew that 
spending time in 
the outdoors, and 
in a culture that I'm 
unfamiliar with, could 
have such a potent 
effect on the way I 
view the world.

left to right, from upper left 

YELLOWSTONE  
NATIONAL PARK   
photo: Callianne  Jones  

HAWAII   
photo: Devin Singh  

TANZANIA  
photo: Anne Strootman

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK  
photo: Callianne  Jones

APOSTLE ISLANDS  
photo: Conny Bell   

Near-Nature & Extended  
Overnight Adventures

Near-nature and extended overnight adventures provide deeper, 
immersive outdoor engagement through supported group experiences 

that build community and connect participants to public lands, 
waterways, wilderness areas, national parks and forests, and 

international destinations. Adventures last 2-15 days and engage 
youth, adults, and families in ways to safely explore the outdoors.
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AND learning new 
skills related to 
camping, driving a 
trailer, leading, and 
teaching, as well as 
interacting with a 
variety of participants.” 
— 2023 WILDERNESS INQUIRY FELLOW

“�Through the 
Fellowship, I valued 
getting to know 
amazing coworkers 
and exploring who I 
am as a leader in a 
safe and productive 
environment, 

left to right, from upper left 

HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK   
photo: Nora West  

WILLIAM O'BRIEN STATE PARK   
photo: Nora West  

MARK TWAIN NATIONAL FOREST   
photo: Henry Brooks

SISKIWIT LAKE   
photo: Noah Reedy

ST. PAUL
photo: Samantha Ellsworth

Leadership & Career Pathways
Leadership and career pathways provide connections to community, and 

support well-being, belonging, and lifelong engagement in the outdoors. 
This includes leadership development, educational and professional 

opportunities to experience outdoor careers, paid fellowships and 
internships with Wilderness Inquiry and partner organizations, and 

training, credentialing, and skills development.
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Paddling with Partners
Across our work, we continuously strive for equitable and inclusive 
access to natural spaces. We’re proud to partner alongside a variety of 
organizations who share in our mission of building an outdoors where 
everyone belongs and who help bring our work to life.

Q  More than 100 new and longtime 
partners joined us for our annual 
Partner Paddle on the Mississippi 
River as we shared the river, reflected 
on the work we do together, and cele-
brated the power of collaboration.

X  Wilderness Inquiry leadership 
staff spent an incredible week with 
the Aspen Forum For Community 
Solutions (AFCS) Opportunity Youth 
Forum, a powerful convening led by 
and for youth, and with leaders driv-
ing strategies for outdoor equity. 

R  We joined Blue Star Families 
in Washington, D.C. to mark the 
beginning of a growing partnership 
program - Military Families Outdoors 
- that will connect thousands 
of service members and their 
families to a continuum of outdoor 
experiences that support positive 
health, belonging, and well-being.

W  We proudly hosted 2023 U.S. 
Department of State Mandela 
Washington Fellow Brian Muchiri 
Waihenya from Kenya, who 
paddled on the Mississippi River 
and camped in the Apostle Islands 
with us as we connected on best 
practices for creating inclusive, 
accessible programs and activities.

photo: CJ Goulding / Fresh Tracks

photo: D. Calvin

photo: Lara Boudinot

photo: Brian Muchiri Waihenya  



Assets 2023 2022
Cash & Cash Equivalents $587,527 $580,516
Short Term Investments $2,131,116 $1,251,287
Other Current Assets $1,136,869 $388,380
Property & Equipment & Right of Use Asset $880,116 $1,064,142
Endowments & Investments $2,722,309 $2,552,417
Long Term Investment - Wilderness Inquiry Foundation $6,147,856 $5,731,360

Total Assets $13,605,793 $11,568,102
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Liabilities & Net Assets 2023 2022
Current Liabilities
Accrued Expenses $318,114 $232,785
Deferred Revenue $219,900 $168,156

Total Current Liabilities                                            $538,014 $400,941

Long Term Liabilities & Lease Liability $761,965 $854,246
Net Assets $12,305,814 $10,312,915

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $13,605,793 $11,568,102

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET 

“Wilderness Inquiry ended 2023 on solid financial footing. Wilderness Inquiry takes its fiscal responsibility 
for donor and stakeholder resources seriously and has implemented conservative accounting, financial, and 
governance practices to ensure the safety of these assets. This approach is validated by Wilderness Inquiry’s 
ongoing high ratings from Charity Navigator, which demonstrates the organization’s trustworthiness, 
transparency, and efficiency.

Audited financial statements are prepared by Carpenter, Evert & Associates, Certified Public Accountants, 
and reflect our financial position as of December 31, 2023.” — JOHN D. HINCK, TREASURER 

Financial Summary 

“In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements 
referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of Wilderness Inquiry, Inc. as of 
December 31, 2023 and 2022 and the changes in its 
net assets and its cash flows for the years then ended 
in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America.” 

-– CARPENTER, EVERT & ASSOCIATES,  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, MARCH 2024
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 30.1%

 20.6%

 20.6%

 20.4%

Support & Revenue 2023 2022
Grants, Contributions, Gifts* $3,400,108 $1,560,717
Government Grants $1,389,068 $987,046
Program Fees $1,359,480 $1,056,470
Endowment Payment $69,368 $71,337
Special Event & Miscellaneous Income $167,988 $163,262
Investment Income $814,056 -$148,301

Total Support and Revenue                                            $7,200,068 $3,690,531

Financial Adjustments 2023 2022
Change in Value of Endowment $187,245 -$185,764
Less: Endowment Payout for Operations -$69,368 -$71,337
Endowment Contributions $1,300 $291,429
Gain on Sale of Building NA $303,904

Change in Net Assets $1,992,899 -$282,459

Net Assets - Beginning of Year $10,312,915 $10,595,374
Net Assets - End of  year $12,305,814 $10,312,915

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

2023 EARNED REVENUE AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Expenses 2023 2022
Program Services $4,384,917 $3,461,528

   Day and Multi-Day $2,641,527 $1,651,625
   Extended Adventures $1,515,794 $1,347,197
   Training, Learning, & Career Pathways $227,596 $462,706

Management & General $702,325 $586,303
Fundraising $239,104 $263,391

Total Expenses                                            $5,326,346 $4,311,222

Corporate and Foundation Grants 

Government Grants  

Program/Participant Fees  

Donations Directed by Individual  

Contribution from Wilderness Inquiry Foundation

Special Events & Other

Endowments

*In 2023, Wilderness Inquiry received a significant number of restricted gifts that are included in 2023 revenues but will be used for expenses in future years.

0% 10%5% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

3.7%

3.6%

1.0%
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Financial Supporters
Our generous supporters and talented partners are 
behind each and every moment of impact. We are 
deeply grateful to the many individuals, families, 
and corporate, foundation, and government 
partners who help make our mission possible.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER   
photo: Samantha Ellsworth  
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$500,000+
Margaret A. Cargill 
Philanthropies
WEM Foundation

$100,000- 
$499,999
Anonymous (1)
Estate of Liebe Gray
Adam R. Scripps 
Foundation
Justin White -  
North Star Foundation

$25,000-
$99,999	
Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation
Hugh J. Andersen 
Foundation
Patrick and Aimee Butler 
Family Foundation
FS Foundation
George Family Foundation
Jack Haggerty - Haggerty 
Family Foundation
Kim and Willard Hunnewell 
- Catherine M. Schmoker 
Family Foundation
James B. Linsmayer 
Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation
Nature Valley
Otto Bremer Trust
REI Cooperative  
Action Fund
Bill and Cindy Schmoker -  
Schmoker Family 
Foundation
Jim and Yvonne Sexton 
Family Foundation
Ed and Valerie Spencer - 
Spencer Family Foundation
Winnebago Industries

$10,000-
$24,999
Anonymous (4)
Thomas Barry
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
The Charles E. and  
Edna T. Brundage  
Family Foundation
Cargill, Inc
CLA Foundation
Garrett Family Foundation
Cynthia Hersey
Kettering Family 
Philanthropies
Ron D. Kline Foundation
Lux Foundation, Inc.
Marbrook Foundation
Mississippi Park 
Connection
Murphy Family Foundation
National Recreation 
Foundation
Sue and Tom O’Connor
Thomson Reuters
TJX Foundation
Toad&Co
Travelers Foundation
The Eleanor Upton 
Charitable Foundation
Ben and Mary Whitney 
Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

$5,000- 
$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Randy Ban and  
Sally Gilchrist
Edward R. Bazinet 
Charitable Foundation
John Butler
Peggy Driscoll  
and Rob Keeley -  
Driscoll Foundation
Duluth Superior Area 
Community Foundation
Beth and David Finch
Paul and Brenda Fischer
Laura Forero and  
Greg Pearson

Jim and Mary Frey
Diana Grove and Joe Krupp
H.B. Fuller
Hennepin County - Green 
Partners Environmental 
Education Program
Ken and Laura Higgins
John and Betsy Hinck
Huntington National Bank
Paul Jevnick and  
Jen Rondestvedt
Lube-Tech
Margaret Rivers Fund
Mortenson Family 
Foundation
Neuger
Rhoda and Greg Olsen
Casey Albert T. O’Neil 
Foundation
Nancy Owen and  
John Lavander
Polaris Industries
RBC Wealth Management
Seidl Foundation
Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community Fund

Topa Topa Brewing Co.
Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad
F.T. Weyerhaeuser  
Family Fund

$1,000- 
$4,999
Anonymous (9)
Darren Acheson and  
Carol Peterson
Amy Alpine and  
John Grump
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. 
Andersen Foundation
APi Group Foundation
Apostle Islands Historic 
Preservation Conservancy
Arctic Wolf
Ian Armitage
Bayer Crop Science
Barbara Carlson Family
Jon Carpenter
Casaprima Charitable Trust
Debbie Cervenka

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Every effort is made to ensure accurate listings. If we did not attribute your donation correctly, or if you have other questions or  
comments, please contact Senior Development Officer Julie Edmiston at 612-676-9424 or development@wildernessinquiry.org 

photo: Nora West
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Laura Clayton McDonnell
Ken Collier and  
Nancy Scherer
Arne and Jessica Cook
David Crosby
Lori and Paul Delahunt
Dellwood Foundation
Jack and Kirsten Driscoll
John and Susan Dyke
Tom and Nancy Ellis
Marti and Ron Erickson
James Finch
Mark Finch
James and Barbara Force
Ronald Fraboni
Martha Gabbert
Nancy Gibson and  
Ron Sternal
John and Sue Grady
Linda and Kurt Hallgren
Mary Hanley
Kate and Rick Hartfiel
Liz and Van Hawn
Margaret and Sarah Heyer
Libby and Ed Hlavka
Brian and Karen Holcomb
Craig Holden and  
Dorothea Hrossowyc
Paul and Laura Holmes
Laura and Steve Inglis
Mary and Jay Jackley

Mary and  
Charles Jungmann
Art and Martha Kaemmer 
Fund of HRK Foundation
Gabe Keller and Emily Sohn
Kellogg Commission 
Company Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Greg and Gail Kenton
Kim Keprios and  
John Everett
Robin and Bill King
Knox Foundation
Melissa Lake
Lakewinds Co-op
Mary and Mark Maher
Pamela Manice
Karen Mappin
Adam McCullough
Dick and Joyce H. 
McFarland Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation
Bill & Martha McLaughlin
Medtronic
Griffin Melnick
Sarah Menke Vanasek  
and Rob Vanasek
Miami County Foundation
Jennifer Micek -  
Ernest and Sally Micek 
Family Foundation
John and Susan Miller

Chris Mincks and  
Lisa Shakerin
Lucy C Mitchell - The 
Longview Foundation
Curtis Moe and  
Kathy Harker
Leslie and Chris Neugent
James T. Nystrom 
Foundation
Gary and Mary O’Brien 
Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Dotun Obadina
Laura Oftedahl
Julie Oliver
Tom and Meredith Olson
Outdoor Foundation
Mark and Kelley Parish
Irene Qualters
Elizabeth C. Quinlan 
Foundation
Erika and Pat Rivers
Dan and Kari Rominski
Thomas A. and  
Georgina T. Russo
Jane Sage Cowles
Sue Sattler
Bill Schildt
SEBA Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Tom and Patty Sexton
Bill Simpson
Karl Smith
Dwight and Nancy Steege
Jaime Stilson
Pete Tanghe and  
Michele Harris
Lori Tauring and  
Renee Tierney
Tim and Diane Thorpe
UCare
VAA Engineering
Peter Vujovich
Archie D. and Bertha H. 
Walker Foundation
Andy and Heidi Walz
Wellington Management 
Company
Steve Wells and  
Jane Scallen
Linda and John Williams
Steve Wilson and  
Mary Shedd
Fred and Eleanor Winston - 
Longview Foundation
Julie Wissinger and  
Tom Higgins
James H. Woods 
Foundation

$500-$999
Anonymous (5)
Advance Consulting LLC
Scott Anderson
Chris Bailey
Cecile Bedor
Diane Berthel
Robert and Joan Bierscheid
Mary Blickenderfer
Bill and Renee Burns
Bob and Deb Chauvin
Irv Cohen
Jay and Page Cowles
Ellie Crosby
Kevin Dalager and  
Erin Ceynar
Brenda and Swep Davis
Davis & McConnell Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation
Edward and  
Sherry Ann Dayton
John DuBois
Lisa Edstrom
Sarah Finch Goullaud
Matthew and  
Miriam Flannigan
Bev and Don Forsman
Gates Foundation
Brad and Laura Gordon
Joe Green and  
Trudi Anderson
Elizabeth Grimes
Bill and Helen Hartfiel
Sinthang Has
Anne Heegaard
Samuel Hoffman
Richard and Ingrid Hoyt
Paul Kasbohm
Kresge Foundation
Linda and Mark Krueger
Greg Lais and Patti Thurber
Louis and Carrie Lambert
John and Sarah Lindahl
Shannon and  
Jay Lotthammer
Kerry McGlynn
Vicki and David McKenna
Chet and Miriam Meyers
Carol Mizuno
Doug and Therese Moore
Dan Moreno and  
Jean Burdorf
Tamara and  
Larry Morrissey
Marnie and Ken Myhre

ATLANTA

photo: Eileen Raphael
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Lisa Nadler and  
Deb Pilkington
Marla and Adam Neuger
Richard and  
Nancy Nicholson
Janet and Mike Nilles
Mark and Jackie Nolan 
Family Fund of The 
Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation
Steve Nulsen
Molly O’Shaughnessy  
and Mike Monahan
Linnea Olesen
Nina Pan
Galen and Karen Pate
Craig Peterson
Sarah Pohl
Portman Amis Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Gary and Terry Reineccius
Roger and Barb Ritzman
Holly Robbins
Peter Roche and  
Lisa Alberghini
Becky Roethlisberger
Vicki Rupp and  
George Jelatis
Susie Rutkowski
Rosemary and Terry Sexton
Maggie Shea and  
Thomas Heinen
The Skinmeier Family Fund
Shirley Smart
Grace Steiner
Jerry and Allison Steiner
Jim Stock and Anne Doyle
Paula and John Storck
Barbara Telander
Max Thyen

Max Tweedale
UnitedHealth Group
Louis and Linda Wagner
Cindy and Joe Walz
David Whitney
Lisa Williams
Willow Foundation Fund of 
The Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation
Workers’ Comp 
Reinsurance Association
Yield Giving
Louise Ziegler

$250-$499
Anonymous (12)
Ameriprise
Paul Anderson
Shawn Azadivar
Jim Barott
Michael and  
Rae Ann Blazer
Erik and Hanna Brandt
Carissa and Mark Brown
Sean Buuck
Robert and Joan Campbell
Dean and Jennifer Casad
Betty Christiansen
Mark Clauser
Al Coons
Brendan Cousino
Mary Ellen Cunningham
Sheldon Damberg
Naomi Detenbeck
Heidi Doering
Beth and Kevin Dooley
Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation

Ron and Nancy Edmiston
Holly Einess
Bruce Engelbrekt
Sue Fishman
Patrick and  
Judith Fitzgerald
Frank Forsberg and  
Mary Heer-Forsberg
Katy Friesz and Jason Watt
Barbara Gerolimatos and 
Alan Brown
Mitch and Kathy Ginsburg

Wilma Gitchel
Susie and Hal Goldstein
Brittany Hagedorn  
and Dan Livengood
Kathryn Hall
Craig and Louise Halverson
Beth Haney
Mona and David Harmann
Dawn Hill
Connie Hilliard and  
Fran Coyne
Nell Holden and  
Craig Sweet
Katie and Mike Holtz
Ann and Terry Huntrods
Trish Ishizuka
Helena Jackson and  
Doug Dunham
Tommy Johns and  
Julie Gillette Johns
Anita and Joseph 
Kaliszewski
Michael Kautzky
Esther Kellogg
Forest Kenworthy
Neal and Gretchen Kingsley
Brian Klein
Deborah and  
Paul Knooihuizen
Jennifer Lake
Lucy and Ken Lehman

LCCMR: Canoemobile’s “floating classroom” 
engages youth across Minnesota to 
experience place-based, environmental, and 
STEM learning in the outdoors. Since 2017, 
with support from the Minnesota Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust Fund, as recommended by the 
Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources 
(LCCMR), more than 43,500 youth from across Minnesota 
have explored local ecosystems and the species that 
depend on healthy watersheds in our headquarters state.

HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK
photo: Keenan Gao
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Christine Lekatz
Kathe Lemmerman
Carson Lentz and  
Sandra Haeuser
Lynn and Steve Lewis
Susan Liang
Jack and Rhoda Liebo
Marvin Liewer
David Lipps
Joseph and Sylvia Luetmer
John and Betsy Massie
Leo and Katie McAvoy 
Paul and Rachel Meadows
Steven and Catherine 
Means
Kari Mellone
Microsoft
Linda and Reid Murchison 
Donor Advised Fund of the 
North Carolina Community 
Foundation
Lisa Myers
Mikisha and  
Desmond Nation
Nuance
Patrick O’Connor and  
Kerin McTeigue O’Connor
Kelly Olmstead
Brian and Julia Palmer
Larry and Lydia Peterson
James and Nancy Pomes
Scott Potter
Bridget and Jeff Pricco
Quiring Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Linda Ronich
Rich Schulte
Leslie Seaberg
John Seimers
Kath Sharp
Paul Sitz
Jay and Yvonne Smith

John Sorteberg and 
Christina Kennedy
Doug Spencer and 
Kathleen Parrish
Stocks Family Fund of 
the Catholic Community 
Foundation
Susan Talbot
Susan Tietjen
Michael and  
Doreen Trucano
John and Nina Tuttle
Harold and  
Pamela Ulvestad
Daglin and Mary Von 
Ruden
Mary Wahlstrand and  
Mark Bohnhorst
Pam Weier
Sarah West
Andy Willette
Dennis and Robin Wolff
Ron Zickert and Teresa 
Antonneau

$100-$249
Anonymous (43)
Mark Anderson
Apple
Elizabeth Atkinson
Anthony Aufdenkampe  
and Beth Fisher
Stephanie Bade
Janet Badura
Katharine Baker
Nancy and Ken Ballard
Bank of America
B.J. Battig and Kay Williams
Polly and Gary Bayrd
Austin Beatty
Kali Bechtold

Robert and Barbara Beck
Michelle Beeman and 
Barbara Tretheway
Paul and Julie Berg
Judy Berglund
Sheila Berube
Thomas Bezek
Heidi Bing
Dennis Bless
Tucker and Sandy Blythe
Kate Bryant and  
Jon Lindfors
Michael and Barbara Byrne
Marty Carlson and  
Mary Knoblauch
John Carron and  
Traci Telander
Kimberly Case
Tony Christianson
Alex and Christina Clark
Janis Clay and Elam Baer
Barb Coffin and  
Dan Engstrom
Jim Coloff
Mark and Karri Copman
Susan Cox
Glenda Coyer
Mary and Scott Crickmore
Allan and Marnie Davisson
Greg Dehn and  
Helen Wang
Dell
Margaret and Bill 
Dexheimer Pharris
David Dilks
Maria Dillon and Rush Tully
Amy Diorio
Patricia Donahue
Dan Dressler
Kelly Drummer
John and Ann Dryer

Lisa DuBois-Schmitz and 
Richard Schmitz
Joyce and Rick Dunkin
Dunnewind Family Fund  
of Schwab Charitable
Tanya Dyrdahl
Julie and David Edmiston
Kara Ehrman
Linda Ellinger
Gail Emerich
Ron and Lisa Engblom
Lars and Molly Erdahl
Victoria Erhart
Joy Erickson
Judy Erickson
Josephine Estrada
Betsy Evans
Patrick and Tricia Eveland
Lonnie Roth Fairchild
Todd Fellman
Bob and Kim Fischer
Catherine Fitch and  
Evan Roberts
Jamie and Craig Folkers
Patti Fosbender
Jonathan Foster
Dave and Mary Jo Franske
Tom Fraser and 
Mary Strand
Mark Fraune
Steve Frestedt
Lee, Amy, Ethan, and  
Adam Friedman
Sandy Fuller
Karen Galles
Heidi and Mark Gemlo
Dan and Patti Gerhan
Sara and Garry Gilberg
Mark Giorgini
Marge Goldberg
Chris Gothro
John Grierson
Carol and Lee Grim
Angie and Brian Gustafson
Betsy Guthmann
Jim Hagstrom
Robert Hagstrom
Gordon and Laurie Hain
Ashley and Brad Halvorson
Don and Jean Hanson
Chris and Kevin Harrington
Kate Hartley
Robin Hasenfeld and  
Lester Blumberg
Jacob Hassing
Maurice Hearne

LEGACY: Support from the Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund of the Clean Water, 
Land and Legacy Amendment provides place-
based, hands-on experiences for Minnesota youth to learn 
about the history, culture, and geography of our state’s 
natural resources. Since 2016, more than 34,500 youth 
have explored Minnesota’s rich outdoor heritage through 
immersive learning on local waterways and public lands.
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Greg & Sandy Heath
Susan Heegaard
Clifford Heim
Helen and Ron Hennes
Jeff and Patty Henry
Adam Hertzberg
Carrie and Rich Higgins
Dave Hindt
Elizabeth Hinz
Scott Hinz
Michaella Holden  
and Matt Kalan
Linka Holey
Jonathan and  
Kaitlin Houlihan
Bill Howard
Matthew and  
Rachel Howell
Juan Hoyos
Andrew and Ellie 
Humphrey
Andrew Huseby
Ed Hyshiver
Stacy Jacobson
Chandra Jessee
Daniel Johnson
Darrell Johnson and  
Janet Wiig
Sally Johnson and  
Kay Kramer
Evan and Kathryn Jones
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Mark Kappelhoff
Marilyn Kapter
Marlan and Gloria Karbo
Mary and Shaun Kennedy
Diane Kercheck
Madeleine Kerr and  
David Shanteau
Pichsoth Kim
Julie and George Kinney
Andrea Kircher
Ron and Lisa Kline
Gerd and Maria Knops
Ginger Kopp
Jeanne and William Kosfeld
Gary and Linda Kozicky
Mary Greig Krieter and  
Dan Krieter
Sue and Paul Labovitz
Charlie and Hannah Lakin
Diane and David Landgrebe
Mark Landreville
Bret and Wendi Lanning
Tim Leer
Leroy Leftwich
Heather Leide

Jerry and Jackie LeMire
Lewis and Clark College - 
Aubrey R. Watzek  
Library Team
David and Nikki Lewis
Deborah Liang and 
Matthew Tillotson
Pam Libertini
Andrew Litecky
Emily and Lucas Lockhart
Jim Lynch and  
Melissa Draper
Mike and Nancy Lyner
Ellen and David Macdonald
Craig and Pamela Mackey
Diana MacLennan
Lisa and Graham Mahal
Daniel Malinow
Tessa Marchessault
Marsh & McLennan
Peggy Martinez
Cindy and Jack Mayeron
Jeff May
Virginia May
Caren and John McElhenny
Patrick McGuigan
Justin and Andrea McHugh
Andy and Corie McKibben
Rob and Becky McKim
James McNulty
Katherine McPherson
ReVae Megaw
Gretchen Mehmel  
and Jeff Birchem
Bill and Jane Meller
Scott and Liz Mendel
Mark and Susan Mihalo
David and Kathy Miller
Laura and Charles Miller
Tuck Mills
Robert and  
Marveen Minish
Minnesota Rovers  
Outing Club
Sharon Moenkhaus
Shaun Morrell
Mortenson
Mary Mullen
Christine Murphy
Wanda and Joe Murphy
Doug and Kathy Nafziger
Godan Nambudiripad
Paula Nania
Mary and David Neal
Barb Neitge
Charles and  
Barbara Nelson

Dan Ness and Linda Zespy
Jim and Debbie Nicholson
Dian Norcutt
Harriet Norgen
Jenni and Eric O’Link
Celine and Thomas O’Neill
Stacey Oliver
Paul and Marry Olson
Kelly Ottman
Catherine and Louis Paglia
Laura and Grant Parcells
Michele and Paul Pasko
Danielle Pellitteri
Bob and Anne Perschel
Margaret Peterman  
and Bill Peters
Greg Peterson
Lucy and Bob Powers
Rip and Gail Rapson
Kristin Rasmussen
Terra Rebick
Mary Reidhead
Tiffany, Reb, Stacey, Jenel 
and Jaymie Reiners
Jamie Lyn Reinschmidt
Allen Reishus
Lindsay Richins
Peter and Gemma Robbins
Joan Robins
Nicole and Mark Robinson
Katrina Rudisel

Mark and Susan Ryshavy
Wayne and Karen Sames
Rick Sankovitz
Karen Sarno
Lois Schafer
Colleen and Tom Scheck
Scheels
Michelle Schermann
Esther Schippers
Rodger Schmitt
Tim Schmitt
Erik Schultz
Peggy & Dave Schultz
Susan Schultz
Paul and Sue Schurke
Linda and Jo Shalley
Paul and Amy Shirilla
Gail Shore
Gregory Shuster
Linny Siems
Sue Singer
Sno-Isle Libraries
John Soler
Karen and Steven 
Sonnenberg
Michael and  
Pamela Stalpes
Frank Star
Kathy Steinberger  
and Jim Young
William Stoeri

WASHINGTON, D.C.

photo: D. Calvin



Debbie and Gordon Stofer
Kathy Stoltz-Buhta  
and Ron Buhta
Nancy Stone
Eric and Katie Storck
Anne and Dave Strootman
Ingrid and Keith Swanson
Jim Sweeney
Susan and Robert Swingen
David Sylvestre
Mary and Jan Tanghe
Robin Taylor and Joe Lobl
Joe Thomson
Anna and John Timmerman
TisBest
Virginia Tisdale Miller
Timothy Towey
Anne and Tom Ulseth
Faye Uppman
John Valiton
Gil Vernon
Theresa Vertuno
Philip Von Ruden
David Warner
Wereley Family
Edith Westfall
John and Janell Weum
Mary Whalin
Kelly and John Wheaton
Gordons Wheelers
Joe and Jeanne White
Janice Whitney and  
Douglas Kelley
Kathy and Tim Whitten
Amy Wilson
Susan D. Wilson
Rick Wittwer and  
Debra Carlson
Michael and  
Barbara Woolsey
Lois Wroge
Susan Wyatt
Susan Yassin
Andrew Young
Kristi and Steve Youngquist
Anna Zaros
Ellen Zemel
Larry Zieske
Michael Zwank and  
Nienke Wijnia

Up to $99
Anonymous (57)
3M Corporation - 
Corporate Development
Sandra Accola

Mary Adair
Martin Albert and  
Peggy Wright
James and Sharon Allen
Vin Allia
AmazonSmile Foundation
Barb Amram
Adrienne Anderson
Alice and Dan Anderson
Chel Anderson and John Alt
Mary Anderson
Seth Anderson
Steve and Annette 
Anderson
Julie Andrus
Edith Arias
Kathryn Audette
Jessica Balter and  
James Sharrer
Greg Bartz
Mary Bauer
Ben and Carol Beach
Joanie Bechtold and  
Brian Balleria
Peter Beck
Jane and Bruce Beery
Buzz and Vicki Benson
Charlotte Bergstrom
Christie Berkseth-Rojas
Marsha Berry
Helen Blumer
Aravind Boilla
Penny Boulay
Ruth Bradford-Johnson  
& Wayne Johnson
John Bratton
Amanda and Nate Brine

Steven Brougham
Robin Brown and  
Denise Pasmanter
Erica Buck
Susan and Paul Bullard
Canadian Pacific
Rob Carlson
Tyler Carlson and  
Kate Droske
Carolyn Carr
David Carroll
Caroline Casey
Phil Cass and Laura Weisel
Mary Cavert
Holly Church and  
Mike Grossman
Kathleen Cobb
Kelly Coleman
Mary Kay Conway
Mary Cornelius
Meghan Cosgrove and 
Colleen McGarry
Costco
Sophia Crouch
Nicole Dagen
Saloni Dagli
Margie & Bill Dahlof
Matthew Dahlquist and 
Deborah Oakes
Rosemary Dale
Debra Davison
Barbara and Tom Deans
Richard DeCoursey
Jonathan Delaney
Manzie DiAngelis
Tara Dobbelaere

Sheri Doughman and  
Joe Larson
Katherine Doyle
Karen Ekdahl
Louise Elbaum
Kevin England
Curt Eshleman
Howard and  
Janet Evergreen
Brett Feldman and 
Elizabeth Haugen
Cyndee Fern
Hannah Fiege
Jane and Kevin Fields
Jessica Flannigan
Shelby Flint
Amanda Flynn
Anita Foss
Mary Fransen and  
James Johnson
Heidi Freisinger
Denise Gagner
Joyce Gannon
Alicia Garcia
Shannon Gardmer
Lisa Gasser
Alberta Gelineau
Joseph and Virginia Gerbasi
Hannah Godfrey
Amin Gomos
Robert Gorkin
Gary Grabko
Bob and Kay Graf
Jim GrandPre
Ann and Steve Gravseth
Barry Greenwald

FEDERAL PARTNERS: Thank you to our federal 
partners, agencies, and their staff for paddling alongside 
us in 2023. Through valued public-private partnerships, 
Wilderness Inquiry is able to scale our programs to 
serve thousands of youth and adults, provide inclusive 
adventures from coast to coast, and ensure that our 
nation’s public lands, waterways, and national parks and 
forests are accessible for all.



20

Jeanine and John Gregoire
Victoria Groves-Cardillo
John Gulla and  
Andrea Godbout
Konnie Gurung
Wendy and Dean 
Gustafson
Rochelle Habeck and  
Allan Hunt
Shelby Hamblin
Annie Handford and  
David Rosenbloom
Ellen Handrahan
Carol and John Hardenburg
Herb and Karen Harriss
Tim Hart
Cynthia Henning
David and Glenda Henning
Brenda Henry
Teresa Herriage
Linda and David Hommes
Kathryn Humphrey
Sarah E Hurst
Erika and Matt Huss
IMC
Alysia Iverson
Karen Iverson
Jill Jensen
Sarah Jordan
Sandy Kachurek
Betty Kaczorek
Barbara Kalscheur
Jonathan Kalscheur
Katherine Kane
Dave Kappelhoff
Britta Kauppila
Colleen Keating and  
Robert Beyer
Kent and Kathy Kehrberg
Eric Kelly
Carol and Jeff Klein
Didi Koka
Thomas Kottke
Katie Kovacovich
Kathleen Kuehnast
Robb and Jan Lageson
Renn Lambert
David Larson
Courtney LeClair
Molly Libra
Eric Lillyblad
John Linc Stine
LinkedIn
Stan and Jean Linnell
Anne Louise Liska
Barbara Liukkonen

Allison and Alex Liuzzi
Sandy Lucas
Brad and Michelle Lutovsky
Greda Lynn
Kory and John Macy
Jim and Paula Mallory
Laura Marass
Martha Martin
Jeffrey Mazique
Cynthia McArthur
Doug McCullough
Joan McKearnan
Anne McKeig
Lisa McLean
Marya McNeish
Jeremiah Menk
John Mertens
Scott Meyer
Mike Misukanis
Noreen Moen
Patricia Mooney
Douglas Moore
Chuck and Melinda Moos
Ryan Morgan
Donald Morrow
Penelope Moskus
Jim Motz
Margaret Motzel
Bruce and Elaine Moulton
Lori and David Mueller
Chanda Mulligan
Judy Murphy
Trevor Nelson
Laura Nolan
Mary Nordeen
Barb Northway
Katie Nyberg
Korey Opland
Elaine Ososki
Albert Osterholm
Helen Osterkamp
Hugh and Mary Parker
Jack Pendergast
Krista Petersen
Don and Jeannette 
Peterson
Jodi Peterson
Donna Pietsch
Barbara Pilling and  
Dan Carlson
Laurel Porter
Lizzie Powers
Prime Therapeutics
Stephanie Propson
Kendra Pyle
Sherri Quinn

Laurie Radovsky and 
Geoffrey Marshall
Elizabeth Raimann
Mark Reed
John and Teresa Ringle
Rick Rivard
Sheila and Jerry Roeser
Bjorn Rolvaag
Andrea Roscoe
Maureen Rueber
Greg Ruhland
Vicki Ryan
Michael Saice
Clara Sanders
Anouk Savineau
Patrick and  
Charlotte Scanlan
Brenda Schaffer
Dan Schally
Derek Schlea
Julie Schmieg
Brian Schubloom and 
Shelly Allmaras
Pranesh Selvendiran
Satya Seshadri Bacich
Tori Setterholm
Larry and Cheri Sheehan
Kristopher Shelton
Julia Shepherd
Andy and Cheryl Shern
Melvin Sigel

Nancy Simmet
Steve Simon and  
Kathi Wilken
Gail Sindt
Michael and Jane Skelly
Steve Skripnik
Amy and Mike Sluis
Izzie Smith
Jenny Smith
Meredith Smith
Edward Spenny
Scott Steil
William F. Steinwedel
Kira Stolen
Ralph Stowell
Darlene Strachan
Kathleen Sullivan
Anthony Sybunroeung
Catherine Talbot-Lawson
Kelly Tate
Paul WM Taylor
Amanda and Mark Tempel
Kelly Thayer
Thermo Fisher
Kirk and Suzanne 
Thompson
Mary and Matthew 
Tomback
Joseph Tombers
Sue and Gordon Tomlinson
Carly Toward

SANTA BARBARA

photo: Matt Przeslicke
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Michael Traber
Tyson Foods
Bill and  
Kathy Vanderwall
Dan and Sue Vogeler
Stacey Von Wald
Maia Wahlberg
Nancy and  
Thaddeus Walczak
Xuechen Wang
Everett Ward
Thomas Warth
Carol Washington
Anna Waugh
Laura Weintraub
Robbie Weisel and  
Britt Robson
Mattie Weiss
Wells Fargo
Kirby Wenger
Jenn Werner
Heidi Westlind
Dan Weyandt
Christopher Wiener
Zac Willette
Kyle Willkomm
Gwen Wilson
Linda and  
David Workman
Allison Zaccardi

Planned 
Giving
Don Barry
Linda Benson 
Mark Bentley
Mary Blickenderfer
Rebecca Brackett
Debra L. Chaulk and  
Mary C. Ellison
Kathleen Clancy
Sheldon Damberg
John and Bonnie Driggs
Jim Fournier
John and Sue Grady
Angie and Brian Gustafson
Kathy Ingerson
Jim Kelley
Barbara and  
Steve Kern-Pieh
Madeleine Kerr
Greg Lais and Patti Thurber
Laura Oftedahl
Ellen Opprecht
Keith Opprecht
Mark and Kelley Parish
Galen and Karen Pate
Craig Peterson
Sue Prast
Janice Quick

Kathy Rauch
Kathy and Jeff Schoenbauer
Nancy Simmet
Bill Simpson
Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad
Andy and Heidi Walz
Bette Widney

Tributes
Honoree(s) listed with 
donor(s) listed below.
Bruce Aaron person 
extraordinaire

Ellen Zemel
The Bancroft family

Scott Potter
Phyllis Blume’s  
100th birthday

Anonymous
Colin

Anonymous
Ken Collier

Anonymous
Carla Daufenbach

Robert Gorkin
Anthony and  
Nina DiAngelis

Manzie DiAngelis
John and Kirsten Driscoll

�Peggy Driscoll and 
Rob Keeley - Driscoll 
Foundation

Lisa Edstrom
Laura and Grant Parcells

The Finch Family 
Harriet Norgen

Paul Fischer
Laura Clayton McDonnell
Dave Hindt
Stacy Jacobson
Terra Rebick
Carly Toward

John, Luke and  
Mag Galland

Cynthia Hersey
Grady Family

Polly and Gary Bayrd
John Grady

Gil Vernon
Stephen Graf

Bob and Kay Graf
Brian and Angie Gustafson

Rhoda and Greg Olsen
Sammie Hallgren

Linda and Kurt Hallgren
Kate Hartfiel

Susie and Hal Goldstein

Thomas Heller
Tori Setterholm

Robert J. Hewitt III, Romano 
Law Group, West Palm, FL

Anonymous
Humble Apparel Co

Ryan Morgan
Greg Lais

Ian Armitage
�Nancy Gibson and  
Ron Sternal
Trish Ishizuka
Jim and Paula Mallory
Dwight and Nancy Steege

Foss and Shay Lanford
Caroline Casey

Deborah Liang  
and Matt Tillotson

Susan Liang
Vern Lockwood

Anonymous
Patrick McGuigan

Sue McGuigan
Dave Neuger

Marla and Adam Neuger
Emma Peterka

Mary and David Neal
Rich Pohl

Sarah Pohl
The Resultants

Glenda Coyer
David O. Schally

Dan Schally
Bill Simpson

John and Susan Miller
Andy and Cheryl Shern

Teddy Spencer
�Molly O’Shaughnessy and 
Mike Monahan

Ed and Teddy Spencer
�Doug Spencer and 
Kathleen Parrish

Dwight and Nancy Steege
Jerry and Allison Steiner

Anne Strootman
Sinthang Has
�Kim Keprios and  
John Everett

Andy Walz
Cindy and Joe Walz

Wilderness Inquiry’s work in 
Saint Paul on Lake Phalen

Anonymous
In honor of the  
outstanding Wilderness 
Inquiry guides

�Margaret and  
Bill Dexheimer Pharris

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

photo: Matt Przeslicke
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Memorials
Honoree(s) listed with 
donor(s) listed below.

Debbie Bancroft
Bill and Helen Hartfiel
Knox Foundation
Marnie and Ken Myhre
Gail Shore
Scott Steil

Judith Ann Cherry
Heidi Westlind

David S. Dahl
Kathleen Cobb
�Lewis and Clark  
College - Aubrey Watzek 
Library Team
�Tiffany, Reb, Stacey,  
Jenel and Jaymie Reiners
Michael and Jane Skelly
Edward Spenny

Neil DuBois
Barbara Carlson Family

Baba and Martha Finch
Jim Stock and Anne Doyle

Martha Finch
Kathryn Humphrey
Mary and Jay Jackley

Finch Endowment Fund
ReVae Megaw

Marilyn Gibson
Jamie and Craig Folkers

Liebe Gray
Joan Robins
Catherine Talbot-Lawson
Susan Talbot

Carol Harnett
Marya McNeish

Andrew Hasenfeld
�Robin Hasenfeld and 
Lester Blumberg

Teri Heyer
Anonymous (3)
Kathryn Audette
Carolyn Carr
Susan Cox
Alberta Gelineau
Ginger Kopp
�Allison and  
Alex Liuzzi
�Lisa and  
��Graham Mahal
Joan McKearnan
Patricia Mooney
Lisa Myers
Mary Nordeen
Karen Sarno
Michelle Schermann
Gail Sindt
David Sylvestre

Teri Heyer and her 
passionate outdoor 
education work.

�Lori and  
David Mueller

William “Bill” Koser
Helen Blumer
Jim Coloff
Sandy Lucas
Mark Reed
Kirby Wenger
Wereley Family
Gordons Wheelers

Sean Maher
Marilyn Kapter
Linny Siems

Andrew Murphy & Family
Anonymous

Andrew Murphy
Sue Fishman

Mark Murphy
Christine Murphy

John Neitge
Samuel Hoffman
Barb Neitge
�Kirk and Suzanne 
Thompson

John Marshall Norseng
Rob Carlson
Patricia Donahue
Shelia and Jerry Roeser
Lois Schafer
Brenda Schaffer
�Anna and John 
Timmerman
Mary Whalin

Jim Piojda
�Ruth Bradford-Johnson & 
Wayne Johnson

Dr. John Scanlan
�Patrick and Charlotte 
Scanlan

Adam Trautmann
Anonymous

LAKE NOKOMIS

photo: Nora West

INVESTING IN INCLUSIVE ADVENTURES
From the Boundary Waters to Alaska 
and spanning several decades, 
longtime participant and donor Liebe 
Gray adventured far and wide with 
Wilderness Inquiry. We are honored 
that Liebe discovered Wilderness 
Inquiry during a critical time in her 
life, and we are grateful for her 
transformative estate gift that will 
support inclusive experiences for  
years to come. As her partner shared, 
“If there are kayaks in heaven, Liebe 
and her wheelchair are in one of them.”
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Whitney Ulvestad Memorial 
Endowment Fund

Kali Bechtold
Dennis Bless
�Kate Bryant and  
Jon Lindfors
Debbie Cervenka
Alex and Christina Clark
Tanya Dyrdahl
Joy Erickson
Curt Eshleman
Heidi Freisinger
Richard and Ingrid Hoyt
Laura and Steve Inglis
Jennifer Lake
Melissa Lake
Tessa Marchessault
�Caren and  
John McElhenny
Julie Oliver
Brian and Julia Palmer
Allen Reishus
Andrea Roscoe
Peggy & Dave Schultz
Melvin Sigel
�Debbie and  
Gordon Stofer
Kathleen Sullivan
Joe Thomson
�Harold and  
Pamela Ulvestad
Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad
Larry Zieske

Scott T Valiton
John Valiton

Jeanne Walz
Andy and Heidi Walz

Quinton Wolff
Dennis and Robin Wolff

Jim Woods
�James H. Woods 
Foundation

Matthew Richard Young
Anonymous
Kara Ehrman
Linda Ronich
Faye Uppman

Matching 
Gifts
Thank you to the following 
companies that matched 
their employees’ or 
retirees’ gifts.

3M Corporation
AllianceBernstein
Ameriprise
Apple
Bank of America
Bayor Crop Science
Canadian Pacific
Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation
Costco Wholesale 
Corporation
Dell
Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation
Gates Foundation
General Mills
H.B. Fuller
IMC
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Kresge Foundation
LinkedIn
Marsh & McLennan

Medtronic
Microsoft
Mortenson
Nuance
Polaris Industries
Prime Therapeutics
Thermo Fisher
Thomson Reuters
Tyson Foods
UnitedHealth Group
Wells Fargo
Winnebago Industries
Workers’ Comp 
Reinsurance Association

In-Kind Gifts
Thank you to those who con-
tributed goods or services.

Raven Bailey
Beth Dooley’s Kitchen
Fran Foster
Minnesota Women’s Press
Maryann Swayze
Noble 

Endowments
Endowments help us fulfill 
our mission in perpetuity. 
We deeply appreciate 
those who give generously 
and share their passion 
for the outdoors through 
dedicated endowments.

Carol Beim Nulsen 
Endowment Fund
Neil DuBois  

Endowment Fund
Finch Family  
Endowment Fund
Founders Endowment
Sean Maher  
Endowment Fund
Andrew Murphy  
Endowment Fund
Harriet Spencer 
Yellowstone Area 
Endowment Fund
Whitney Ulvestad Memorial 
Endowment Fund

Great  
River Race
Thank you to sponsors 
who raced to close the 
opportunity gap.

APi Group Foundation
Arctic Wolf
Ann Bancroft Foundation
Cargill, Inc
Finch Family
Forero-Pearson Family
Grady Family
Family and Friends  
of Teri Heyer
Higgins Family
Hubbard-Rominski Family
Huntington National Bank
Lakewinds Food Co-op
LimnoTech
Lube-Tech - Bame 
Foundation
Medtronic
Minnesota Women’s Press
Mississippi Park Connection
Nature Valley
Neil DuBois Memorial Fund
Neuger
Pelican Leadership 
Academy
Polaris Industries
Race Judicata
Sawmill
Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community
Spencer Family
Thomson Reuters
UCare
Whitney Ulvestad Memorial 
Fund
VAA Engineering
Wellington Mangement 
Company
Winnebago Industries

GREAT RIVER RACE: In 2023, our 13th annual Great 
River Race brought together friends and supporters for a 
day of purpose, impact, and paddling fun. More than 300 
people raced and cheered along the mighty Mississippi 
River in support of closing the outdoor opportunity gap 
for youth. Thanks to Nature Valley, Thomson Reuters, and 
Winnebago Industries for their presenting sponsorships 
and to all of the sponsors and partners who joined us to 
create equitable and inclusive outdoor opportunities! 



OUR MISSION: Connecting people of all 
ages, backgrounds, identities, and abilities 
through shared outdoor adventures so that  
all people can equitably experience the 
benefits of time spent in nature.

wildernessinquiry.org 
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