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Glacier National Park



Dear Friends,
2025 brought moments of true 
connection to nearly 40,000 
people—across age and 
regardless of ability, and within 
families and communities—all 
through time spent in nature. 

Just like the people who adventure 
with us, we are made stronger 
through partnership and collaboration. 
Our community of partners, supporters, 
and champions help us forge the path 
that allows everyone to feel like they 
belong in the outdoors. A move to our 
new headquarters brought deepened 
collaboration within our team and better 
service to the thousands of people who 
adventure with us.

Everything that we accomplished in 2025 
is thanks to our generous supporters who 
believe in our mission. This is a celebration 
of your impact last year. We can’t thank 
you enough!

Erika Rivers,  
Executive Director

2025 Board  
of Directors
Chair: Cecile Bedor 
Vice: Louis Lambert (2026 Chair) 
Secretary: Jamie Stilson
Treasurer: John Hinck 
Kerry Bundy
John Butler
Kelly Drummer
Pat Eveland
Beth Finch
Laura Forero
John Grady
Mary Hanley
Paul Kasbohm
Bill McLaughlin
Mikisha Nation (2026 Vice Chair)
Craig Peterson

Our gratitude to Beth Finch 
and John Butler, who both 
served full terms on our Board 
of Directors between 2016 and 
2025, and to Cecile Bedor, for 
her service as Board Chair in 
2024 and 2025. 

New Members in 2026 
Rachel Hamlin 
Alison Spencer
Rob Wudlick
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Louis Lambert,
Board Chair

Locations:
Beartooth Mountains (top)
Arches National Park (background)
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35,939 
youth, families, and 

community members 
paddled, learned, and 

explored outdoors through 
Canoemobile day and 
multi-day programs, 

engaging communities 
from Albuquerque, NM to 

Washington, D.C.

1,970 
individuals and families 

joined extended and 
near-nature adventures, 
as they paddled, hiked, 

and camped along rivers, 
mountains, and sea caves.

403 
individuals participated 
in training, leadership 
and career pathways, 

including our 
fellowship programs. 

In 2025, 38,312 people joined us for 
immersive and life-changing outdoor adventures.

By The  
Numbers
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Locations:
Arches National Park (left)
Voyageurs National Park (middle)
Apostle Islands (right)
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Across  
Age

	 The 2025 fall Canoemobile 
tour was our largest ever, 
serving 30,000 people in 
80 communities across the 
country.  

	 We were proud to partner 
with MIGIZI, the Loppet, and 
Project Success on a series of 
skill-building day experiences to 
provide their youth participants 
with hands-on learning around 
science, history, culture, and 
geography.

	 Lifelong connection to the 
outdoors was made possible 
through lodge-based trips that 
provide the best of both worlds; 
adventure during the day and 
indoor comfort at night.
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Locations:
Bountiful Lake, Utah (top), 
Lake Nokomis, Minnesota (middle), 
Glacier National Park (bottom)

Participants ranged in  
age from 91 years to just 
15 months old.
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Across
Ability

Accessibility is at the  
core of our mission.

	 Trip participants like Matt 
(above), who lost his vision in 
2023, enjoyed time spent in 
nature thanks to accessible, 
welcoming spaces and adaptive 
equipment.

	 Partner organizations 
like Shriners and Metro Deaf 
School spent time on trail with 
Wilderness Inquiry. Hiking, 
swimming, kayaking, and more 
helped build confidence and 
belonging.
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Location:
Apostle Islands
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With 
Families

Military Families Outdoors 
(MFO) 
In partnership with Blue Star 
Families, we continued to expand 
critical access to nature for service 
members, veterans, and their loved 
ones, with funding and support from 
the Defense Health Agency and the 
National Park Service.
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Locations:
Black Hills (top and middle)
Yellowstone National Park (bottom)
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Through 
Food

2025 saw the grand opening of  
our new headquarters building, 
complete with a commercial-grade kitchen. 
Thanks to this increased capacity, we can 
continue to provide high-quality, nutritious 
meals that meet every participant’s needs. We 
welcomed community and corporate partners 
alike for meal kit preparation volunteering.

Location:
Wilderness Inquiry Headquarters
Bloomington, Minnesota
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Assets 2025 2024
Cash and Cash Equivalents $456,660 $1,552,557
Short-Term Investments $3,490,472 $1,634,205
Other Current Assets $2,433,365 $2,799,424
Property and Equipment and Right of Use Asset $6,551,879 $6,326,059
Endowments and Investments $3,315,267 $2,809,031
Long-Term Investment - WI Foundation $4,024,557 $3,725,898

Total Assets $20,272,200 $18,847,74

Liabilities and Net Assets 2025 2024
Current Liabilities
    Accrued Expenses $270,918 $425,994
    Deferred Revenue $153,900 $259,480
    Lease Liability and Note Payable $135,715 $123,166

Total Current Liabilities $560,533 $808,640 

Total Liabilities $3,303,155 $3,715,574
Net Assets $16,969,045 $15,131,600

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $20,272,200 $18,847,174

Financial Summary 

“In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of Wilderness Inquiry, Inc. as of December 31, 2025 and 2024 and the changes in its net 
assets and its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America.”   —CARPENTER, EVERT & ASSOCIATES, CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, MARCH 2026 

Consolidated Balance Sheet

"Wilderness Inquiry closed 2025 on strong financial footing. We continue to take our fiscal responsibility to 
donors and stakeholders seriously, maintaining conservative accounting, financial, and governance practices 
to protect these resources. This disciplined approach is reflected in Wilderness Inquiry’s consistently high 
ratings from Charity Navigator, underscoring our trustworthiness, transparency, and efficiency. 

Audited financial statements are prepared by Carpenter, Evert & Associates, Certified Public Accountants, and 
reflect our financial position as of December 31, 2025.”   —JOHN HINCK, TREASURER



Consolidated Statement of Activities
Support and Revenue 2025 2024

Grants, Contributions, Gifts $3,661,264 $4,787,625
Government Grants $4,078,664 $2,915,187
Program Fees $1,268,949 $1,189,013
Endowment Payment $120,000 $100,000
Special Event and Miscellaneous Income $285,853 $251,106
Investment Income $380,101 $682,453

Total Support and Revenue $9,794,831 $9,925,384

Expenses
Program Services $7,151,611 $5,595,874

   Day and Multi-Day $4,103,158 $3,681,067

   Extended Adventures $2,616,491 $1,624,862

   Training, Learning, and Career Pathways $431,962 $289,945

Management and General $1,133,209 $1,276,395

Fundraising $260,085 $323,045

Total Expenses $8,544,905 $7,195,314

Financial Adjustments
Change in Value of Endowment $706,519 $193,266

Less: Endowment Payout for Operations -$120,000 -$100,000

Endowment Contributions $1,000 $2,450

Change in Net Assets $1,837,445 $2,825,786

Net Assets - Beginning of Year $15,131,600 $12,305,814

Net Assets - End of  year $16,969,045 $15,131,600

Financials 
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930 E 80th St, Bloomington, MN 55420 

wildernessinquiry.org 

https://wildernessinquiry.org/
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Financial Supporters
Our generous supporters and talented partners are behind each 
and every moment of impact. We are deeply grateful to the many 
individuals, families, and corporate, foundation, and government 
partners who help make our mission possible.

 
Location:
Chattahoochee River
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A
Anonymous (113)
3M Corporation - 
Community Affairs
Neil Aasve
Lisa Abrazo
Sandra Accola
Darren Acheson and 
Carol Peterson
Mary Adair
Kent and Amanda Adams
Advance Consulting LLC
Robert and Georgi 
Alexander
Susan Alexander
James and Sharon Allen
Vin Allia
Amy Alpine and John 
Grump
Holly Amaya
Barb Amram
Michael Anders
Elmer L. and Eleanor J. 
Andersen Foundation
Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation
Hugh J. Andersen 
Foundation
Alice and Dan Anderson
Chel Anderson and  
John Alt
Heidi Anderson
Mark Anderson
Paul Anderson
Scott Anderson
Steve and Annette 
Anderson
Stephanie Andrews
Julie Andrus
Camden Anzaldua
Ian Armitage
Elizabeth Atkinson
Anthony Aufdenkampe 
and Beth Fisher

B
Janet Badura
Chris Bailey
Patricia Bailey
David and Mary Jo Baker
Katharine Baker
Jonathan Balk
Nancy and Ken Ballard
Jessica Balter and  
James Sharrers
Josh Baltzell and Suzanne 
Richards
Bame Foundation
Ann Bancroft
Jonathan Barber
Lauren Barnum
Jim Barott
Louis Bartholome
Laura and Bill Baxley
Polly and Gary Bayrd
Edward R. Bazinet 
Charitable Foundation

Austin Beatty
Roger E. and Mary Donn 
C. Beaubien Charitable 
Fund
Joanie Bechtold and  
Brian Balleria
Robert and Barbara Beck
Susan Becker
Cecile Bedor
Tess Beebe
Jane and Bruce Beery

Martha Beery Milbery and 
Kevin Milbery
Doug Bekke
Jim and Mary Benson
Paul and Julie Berg
Jan Bergerson
Elizabeth Berggren
Pam and Robert Berkwitz
Diane Berthel
Thomas Bezek
Sunil Bhujle
Robert and Joan 
Bierscheid
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Heidi Bing
BLAZE Credit Union
Michael and  
Rae Ann Blazer
Emily and Jeff Blodgett
Amy Blumenshine and 
Mike Troutman
Tucker and Sandy Blythe
Margaret and  
Robert Boatz
Greg and Jodie Boderman
Penny Boulay
Debbee Bowlby
Erik and Hanna Brandt

Sandy Bromenschenkel
Cal and Alice Broughton
Robin Brown and  
Denise Pasmanter
Scott Brownlee
The Charles E. and Edna 
T. Brundage Family 
Foundation
Lauren Brutger
Erica Buck
Caitlin and Aaron Bulthuis
Kerry Bundy
Renee and Bill Burns
John Butler
Patrick and Aimee Butler 
Family Foundation
Sean Buuck
Michael and  
Barbara Byrne

C
Kathleen Cameron
Robert and Joan Campbell
Mary Cannon
Dawn Cardelli and  
John Kuster
Cargill, Inc

Every effort is made to ensure accurate listings. If we did not attribute your donation correctly, or if you 
have other questions or comments, please contact Development Director Sheila Swift at 612-286-0763 or 
development@wildernessinquiry.org. 
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Barbara Carlson Family
Barbara Carpenter
Jon Carpenter
David Carroll
Reid Carron and  
Becky Rom
Dean and Jennifer Casad
Kim and Dan Cash
Phil Cass and  
Laura Weisel
Mary Cavert
Bob and Deb Chauvin
Betty Christiansen
Thomas and Susan 
Christiansen
Lisa Christianson
Holly Church and  
Mike Grossman
The Minneapolis 
Foundation - John and 
Klerissa Church Family 
Fund
Susan Clabo
Susan and Jim Clough
Irv Cohen
Ken Collier and  
Nancy Scherer
Colliers
John Conlin
Joe Conrad
Jeanne Cook
Al Coons

Mark and Karri Copman
Julie Corty Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation
Meghan Cosgrove
Gail Cousins
Jay and Page Cowles
Mary Kay Coyne
Creating Healthier 
Communities (CHC)
Mary Jayne Crocker
David Crosby
Crosswols Foundation
Rogelio Cruz
Cub Foods
Mary Ellen Cunningham
Annie Dalton
Sara Daniel
Gwen Daniels
Brenda and Swep Davis
Davis and McConnell 
Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

D
Allan and Marnie 
Davisson
Edward and Sherry Ann 
Dayton
Barbara Deans
Richard DeCoursey

Lori and Paul Delahunt
Christen and  
Billy DeLaney
Dellwood Foundation
Claire Dempsey
Naomi Detenbeck
Manzie DiAngelis
David Dilks
Sue Dillehay
Amy Diorio
Dan Disselkamp
Tara Dobbelaere
Hillary Dobos
Heidi Doering
Julie Dolan
Mary C Dolan - The 
Longview Foundation
Beth and Kevin Dooley
Chris and Kevin 
Harrington
Dianna Dotson
Sheri Doughman and  
Joe Larson

Jim Stock and Anne Doyle
Katherine Doyle
Hazel Dressler
Jeanne and Steve Drewes
Jack and Kirsten Driscoll
Kelly Drummer
John and Ann Dryer
Casey and Sarah DuBois
John DuBois
Lisa DuBois-Schmitz
Joyce and Rick Dunkin
Dunnewind Family Fund 
of Schwab Charitable
Dave Dvorak 

 E
Carolyn Eck
Warren and Becky Eck
Julie and David Edmiston
Randee Edmundson
Holly Einess
Jonathan Eirten
Ekdahl Hutchinson 
Family Fund of The Saint 
Paul and Minnesota 
Foundation
Louise Elbaum
Sonja and Mark Elias
Kathy Elkins
Steve Elkins
Carrie Elliott
Gail Emerich
Carter Eng
Bruce Engelbrekt
Daniel Engstrom
Victoria Erhart
Joy Erickson
Judy Erickson
Marti and Ron Erickson
John and Becky Errigo
Eleanor Eskuri
Bev Estby
Stuart Etlin
Dennis and Betsy Evans
Patrick and Tricia Eveland
Howard and Janet 
Evergreen

F
Eric Facas
Faegre Drinker Biddle  
and Reath LLP
Lonnie Roth Fairchild
Daria Fallgatter
Brett Feldman and 
Elizabeth Haugen
Buffy Fetter Eastman
Fidelity Charitable - 
Charitable Gift Fund
Beth and David Finch
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Mark Finch
Robert and Karen Fink
Paul and Brenda Fischer
Catherine Fitch and  
Evan Roberts
Jessica Flannigan
Matthew and Miriam 
Flannigan
Amanda Flynn
Jamie and Craig Folkers
James and Barbara Force
Laura Forero and  
Greg Pearson
Carol Jo Forneris
Anita Foss
Merle and Mavis Fossum
Jonathan Foster
Ronald Fraboni
Jaime and Dan Frazer
Trudy Fredin and  
Al Trippel
Jim and Mary Frey
Lee, Amy, Ethan, and 
Adam Friedman
Barbara Fritz
FS Foundation
H.B. Fuller Company 
Foundation
Sandy Fuller

G
Martha Gabbert
Constance Gabriel
Joyce Gannon
Joan and Jim Gardner
Shannon Gardner
Liz Gardner Meyer
Gear Junkie
Bruce Gefvert
Alberta Gelineau
John and Janet Gendler

Margo George
William Gilbert
Mitch and Kathy Ginsburg
Mark Giorgini
Wilma Gitchel
Susie and Hal Goldstein
Bonnie Goliak
Martin and Margie Goliak
Amin Gomos
Robert Gorkin
Gary Grabko
John and Sue Grady
Bob and Kay Graf

Jim GrandPre
Estate of Liebe Gray
Great Clips
Joe Green and  
Trudi Anderson
Barry Greenwald
Jeanine Gregoire and  
Jack Laffe
Robert Gregory
Carol and Lee Grim
Elizabeth Grimes
Diana Grove and  
Joe Krupp
Victoria Groves-Cardillo
John Gulla and  
Andrea Godbout
Angela and Brian 
Gustafson Family Fund 
of the Minneapolis 
Foundation
Betsy Guthmann

H
Brittany Hagedorn and 
Dan Livengood
Haggerty Family 
Foundation
Robert Hagstrom
Brenda Hahn
Gordon and Laurie Hain
Kathryn Hall
Linda and Kurt Hallgren
Craig and Louise 
Halverson
Ashley and Brad 
Halvorson
Rachel Hamlin
Mary Hanley
Laura Hansen
Torstein and Anne 
Hansen
Don and Jean Hanson
Carol and John 
Hardenburg
Inez M Hari
David and Mona 
Harmann
Michele Harris and  
Peter Tanghe

Legislative-Citizen Commission on 
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR)
Canoemobile’s “floating classroom” engages youth across 
Minnesota to experience place-based, environmental, and 
STEM learning in the outdoors. Since 2017, with support 
from the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources 
Trust Fund, as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen 
Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR), more 
than 58,000 youth from across Minnesota have explored 
local ecosystems and the species that depend on healthy 
watersheds in our headquarters state.
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Virginia Harris
Tim Hart
Bill and Helen Hartfiel
Kate and Rick Hartfiel
Kate Hartley
Sinthang Has
Robin Hasenfeld and 
Lester Blumberg
Natalie Hatoum
Liz and Van Hawn
Maurice Hearne
William Randolph Hearst 
Foundation
Maureen and  
Philip Heasley
Greg and Sandy Heath
Frank Hedges, III
Roger Heegaard and 
Cheryl Thomas
Paula and Doug Hemer
Helen and Ron Hennes
David and Glenda 
Henning
Jeff and Patty Henry
Jan Herbert
Carrie and Rich Higgins
Ken and Laura Higgins
Suzann and Accel 
Higueros
Mary Hilfiker
Dawn Hill
John and Betsy Hinck
Katie Hines

Elizabeth Hinz
Libby and Ed Hlavka
Michelle and Steve 
Hoemann
Marcia Hoistad
Ron Hoistad
Craig Holden and 
Dorothea Hrossowyc
Nell Holden and  
Craig Sweet
Linka Holey
Rick and Karen Hondlik
Alexander Horn
Tom and Libby Horner
Patrice Horstman
Bill Howard
Matthew and  
Rachel Howell
Richard and Ingrid Hoyt
Hudson River Foundation
Alyssa Huelman
Katie Hull
Andrew and Ellie 
Humphrey
Kathryn Humphrey
Kim and Willard 
Hunnewell - Catherine 
M. Schmoker Family 
Foundation
Huntington National Bank
Ann and Terry Huntrods
Andrew Huseby
Erika and Matt Huss
Ed Hyshiver

I
Laura and Stephen Inglis

J
Jack in the Box 
Foundation
Mary and Jay Jackley
Helena Jackson and  
Doug Dunham
John and Mary Lu Jackson
Jill Jensen
Gill Jertrudis
Chandra Jessee
Tommy Johns and Julie 
Gillette Johns

Darrell Johnson and  
Janet Wiig
Jean Johnson
Kathie Johnson
Renee Johnson
Rosalind Johnson
Sally Johnson and  
Kay Kramer
Evan and Kathryn Jones
Walt Jones
Joyful Noise Charitable 
Foundation
Mary and Charles 
Jungmann

K
Sandy Kachurek
Marilyn Kapter
Marlan and Gloria Karbo
Paul Kasbohm
Michael Kautzky
Colleen Keating and 
Robert Beyer
Esther Kellogg
Kellogg Commission 
Company Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Emily Kelson
Mary and Shaun Kennedy
Linda Kenny

Legacy
Support from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund of the 
Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment provides place-
based, hands-on experiences for Minnesota youth to learn 
about the history, culture, and geography of our state’s 
natural resources. Since 2016, more than 46,500 youth 
have explored Minnesota’s rich outdoor heritage through 
immersive learning on local waterways and public lands.
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Kim Keprios and John 
Everett
Diane Kercheck
Madeleine Kerr and  
David Shanteau
Kettering Family 
Philanthropies - The 
Virginia W. Kettering 
Foundation
Neal and Gretchen 
Kingsley
George and Julie Kinney
Shauna Kirkham
Margo Kirwin
Ron and Lisa Kline
Ron D. Kline Foundation
Gerianne Klug
Gerd and Maria Knops
Alan and Ann Koehler
Didi Koka
Thomas Kottke
Katie Kovacovich
Kevin Krahn
Linda Krueger
Neil and Deb Krueger
Krueger's Christmas  
Tree Farm
Kathleen Kuehnast

L
Ken LaChance
Margaret Ladner and 

Clifton Brittain
Greg Lais and  
Patti Thurber
Lakewinds Co-op
Charlie and Hannah Lakin
Louis Lambert
Amelia Landay
Diane and David 
Landgrebe
Judy Landsman
Tyler Larsen
Patty Lawrence
Leroy Leftwich
Lucy and Ken Lehman
Martine Lehtinen
Heather Leide
Laurel and Eric Lein
Jerry and Jackie LeMire
Kathe Lemmerman
Robert Lenobel
Carson Lentz and  
Sandra Haeuser
Karen Leonard and  
Roger Bredeson
Jennifer and Jeff Lewin
Lynn and Steve Lewis
Deborah Liang and 
Matthew Tillotson
Molly Libra
Cindy Lien and  
John Wollum
Jonathan Lien

Eric Lillyblad
Joan and Erik Linck
John and Sarah Lindahl
Stan and Jean Linnell
Anne Linnihan
James B. Linsmayer 
Foundation
David Lipps
Joe and Robin Lobi
Emily and Lucas Lockhart
Lockridge Grindal Nauen 
P.L.L.P.
The Longview Foundation
Linda Lucille Shay
Joseph and Sylvia 
Luetmer
Marcy Lundquist
Shannon Lundquist and 
Adam Wheeler
Lux Foundation
Chris and Tara Lyles

M
Jack MacBean
Ann MacDonald
Ellen and David 
Macdonald
Craig and Pamela Mackey
Diana MacLennan
Karen Magri
Mary and Mark Maher
Jody Main
Zack and Kate Main
Cheryl and Peter Mairs
Daniel Malinow
Jim and Paula Mallory
Pamela Manice
Manitou Fund
Dawn and Mitch Manker
Karen Mappin
Tessa Marchessault
Vincent Marcucci
Martha Martin and  
Daniel Houck
Maureen Martin
Emily Martin Yang
Peggy Martinez

John and Betsy Massie
Jeff May
Leo and Katie McAvoy 
Jamie McBride
Tracey McCabe
Lisa McCarston
Adam McCullough 
Doug McCullough
Sonya McCullough
Marc McCurry
Betsy McDougall-Gibbs
John McElhenny
Charlene McEvoy
Dick and Joyce H. 
McFarland Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Patrick McGuigan
LeDonna and Charles 
McIntosh
Vicki and David McKenna
Rob and Becky McKim
Bill and Martha 
McLaughlin
Lisa McLean
James McNulty
Katherine McPherson
Paul and Rachel Meadows
Steven and Catherine 
Means
ReVae Megaw
Gretchen Mehmel and  
Jeff Birchem
Bill and Jane Meller
Griffin Melnick
Scott and Liz Mendel
Andres Menjura
Susan Messina
Chris Meyer
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Chet and Miriam Meyers
Miami County Foundation
Angela Michaels
John and Wendy 
Mikkelson
Chance Miller
John and Susan Miller
Laura and Charles Miller
Chris Mincks and  
Lisa Shakerin
Minnesota Registry of 
Interpreters for the Deaf
Minnesota Rovers  
Outing Club
Minnesota Star Tribune
Minnesota Vikings
Mike Misukanis
Lucy C Mitchell - The 
Longview Foundation
Carol Mizuno
Curtis Moe and  
Kathy Harker
Becky Moen
Noreen Moen
Sharon Moenkhaus
Sheila Monk
Doug and Therese Moore
Chuck and Melinda Moos
Tamara and Larry 
Morrissey
Mortenson Family 
Foundation
Kate Morton-Peters and 
Stan Oleson
Penelope Moskus
Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation
Ann Mulholland
Support from Linda and 
Reid Murchison Donor 
Advised Fund, a fund 
administered 
by the North Carolina 
Community Foundation
Christine Murphy
Murphy Family 
Foundation
Wanda and Joe Murphy

N
Lisa Nadler and  
Deb Pilkington
Doug and Kathy Nafziger
Paula Nania
Mikisha and Desmond 
Nation
National Environmental 
Education Foundation
Nature Valley
Barb Neitge
Leslie and Chris Neugent
Gerald Newton

Richard and Nancy 
Nicholson
Janet and Mike Nilles

Mark and Jackie Nolan 
Family Fund of The Saint 
Paul and Minnesota 
Foundation
Nicole Norberg
Dian Norcutt
Harriet Norgen
The Northern Trust - The 
Chicago Community 
Foundation

Barb Northway
Steve and LuAnn Nulsen
James T. Nystrom 
Foundation

O
Gary and Mary O'Brien 
Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Patrick O'Connor and 
Kerin McTeigue O'Connor
Sue and Tom O'Connor
Jenni and Eric O'Link
Casey Albert T. O'Neil 
Foundation
Celine and Thomas 
O'Neill
Lunds and Byerlys
Molly O’Shaughnessy and 
Mike Monahan
Dotun Obadina
Laura Oftedahl
Jon Oiseth
Stacey Oliver
Rhoda and Greg Olsen
Tom and Meredith Olson
Korey Opland
Elaine Ososki
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Federal Partners
Meaningful partnerships make outdoor connections 
possible. Thank you to our federal partners, agencies, 
and their staff for paddling alongside us in 2025. Through 
valued public-private partnerships, Wilderness Inquiry is 
able to scale our programs to serve thousands of youth and 
adults, provide inclusive adventures from coast to coast, 
and ensure that our nation’s public lands, waterways, and 
national parks and forests are accessible for all.
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Judy Ostendorff and  
Ron Jensen
Kelly Ottman
Otto Bremer Trust
Nancy Owen and  
John Lavander
John Owens and  
Pat Strong
Mary and David Neal

P
Gregory R. Page
Catherine and 
Louis Paglia
Julia and Brian Palmer
Nina Pan
Lisa Miclette Pappo
Phyllis Parise
Mark and Kelley Parish
Cathy Parsa
Maria Pazos-Bixby
Bob and Anne Perschel
Melissa Persson
Per Persson
Andy Peterson
Craig Peterson
Greg Peterson
Larry and Lydia Peterson
Patrick Pettit
Donna Pietsch

Barbara Pilling and  
Dan Carlson
Duane Plemel
Sarah Pohl
Polaris Industries
James and Nancy Pomes
Portman Amis Fund 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation
Jay Powell
Bridget and Jeff Pricco
Peter and Keren Price
Public Lands Fund
Kendra Pyle

Q
Marilyn Querciagrossa

R
Elizabeth Raimann
Kathryn Ramstad
Rip and Gail Rapson
Kristin Rasmussen
Doris and Neil Ratner
RBC Wealth Management
Chris Reedy and Jennifer 
Ford Reedy
Craig Rees
Stephen Regenold

Mary Reidhead
Jamie Lyn Reinschmidt
Carleen Rhodes and 
Byron Gilman
Richfield Optimist Club
John and Teresa Ringle
Katelynn Ritzer
Roger and Barb Ritzman
Erika and Pat Rivers
Margaret Rivers Fund
Holly Robbins
Peter and Gemma 
Robbins
Victoria Robbins Kopke
Ingrid, Hugh, Nick, and 
Anna Roberts
Nicholas Roberts
Joan Robins
Nicole and Mark 
Robinson
Peter Roche and Lisa 
Alberghini
Rochester Public Schools - 
Mayo High School
Becky Roethlisberger
Dan and Kari Rominski
Andrea Roscoe
Diane Rosenwald
Heather Ross-Chalupnik
Chris Rotsch
Maureen Rueber
Karrie Rugland
Vicki Rupp and  
George Jelatis
Thomas A. and Georgina 
T. Russo
Susie Rutkowski
Ryan Companies US, Inc.

S
Jane Sage Cowles
The Saint Paul and 
Minnesota Community 
Foundations
Wayne and Karen Sames
Paul Sanner and  
Kimberly Steele
Sue Sattler

Anouk Savineau
Josh Schaffer
Colleen and Tom Scheck
Sam Scheuneman
Bill Schildt
Esther Schippers
Derek Schlea
Dani Schmidt
Deidre Schmidt
Jason Schmidt
Julie Schmieg
Tim Schmitt
Mary Schmitz

Bill and Cindy Schmoker 
- Schmoker Family 
Foundation
Lisa Schmoker Hesdorffer
Chuck and Maria 
Schonder
Sally Schroeder
Brian Schubloom and 
Shelly Allmaras
Susan Schultz
Erik Schultz
Mary Schultz
Peggy and Dave Schultz
Paul and Susan Schurke
SEBA Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation
Seidl Foundation
Carol and Paul Seifert
Scott Sender
Terry and Rosemary 
Sexton
Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community Fund
Kate and Scott Shamblott
Kath Sharp
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Craig and Maureen 
Shaver
Andy and Cheryl Shern
Paul and Amy Shirilla
Gregory Shuster
Lauri Sidelko
Mary and Mark Sigmond
Anni Simons
Bill Simpson and  
Irene Qualters
Sue Singer
Paul Sitz
Amy and Mike Sluis
Shirley Smart

Nikki Smirl
Jay and Yvonne Smith
Jenny Smith
Karl Smith
Meredith Smith
The Gladys M. Smith and 
Jane McCarthy Funds 
of The Minneapolis 
Foundation
John Soler
Karen and Steven 
Sonnenberg
Katherine Soper
Phil and Margie Soran
John Sorteberg and 
Christina Kennedy
SUWA - Southern Utah 
Wilderness Alliance - 
Headquarters
Barbara Southward
Donald Southworth
Alison Spencer
Doug Spencer and 
Kathleen Parrish
Ed and Valerie Spencer 
- Spencer Family 
Foundation

Teddy Spencer 
Michael and Pamela 
Stalpes
Kathy Steinberger and Jim 
Young
Jerry and Allison Steiner
Eric and Caroline Stevens
Julie Stevenson
Jaime Stilson Maiz
Becca Stockdale
Stocks Family Fund of 
the Catholic Community 
Foundation
Debbie and Gordon 
Stofer
Nancy Stone
Eric and Katie Storck
Paula and John Storck
Darlene Strachan
Anne and Dave 
Strootman
Thaddeus Stryker
Ingrid and Keith Swanson
Jim Sweeney
Adam and Sheila Swift

T
Susan Talbot
Mary and Jan Tanghe
Lori Tauring and  
Renee Tierney
Craig Taylor
Mark Taylor
Paul WM Taylor
Tennant Foundation
Shelby Theis
Katy Thekan
Kelly Thell
John Thompson
Teri Thompson
Thomson Family
Thomson Reuters
Max Thyen
Susan Tietjen
Linda Tilton
Toni Tinetti
TisBest

Cyri Tjaden
Toad and Co
Sue and Gordon 
Tomlinson
Jeff Tornquist and Claudia 
Waterloo Tornquist
Travelers Foundation
Michael and Doreen 
Trucano
Colin Turner
John and Nina Tuttle
Marcy Twete

U
Brian Uebel
Anne and Tom Ulseth
Harold and Pamela 
Ulvestad
Lauren Ulvestad
Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad
The Eleanor Upton 
Charitable Foundation
Michael Usem and 
Georganne Walker

V
Rebecca Lyn Vander Lee
Mao Vang
Robert Vaughan
Tony Verhoeven

Theresa Vertuno
Daglin and Mary  
Von Ruden
Philip Von Ruden
Peter Vujovich

W
Louis and Linda Wagner
Maia Wahlberg
Mary Wahlstrand and 
Mark Bohnhorst
Andy and Heidi Walz
Cindy and Joe Walz
Everett Ward
Bonnie Warhol and Tom 
Hetzel
David Warner
Thomas Warth
Pam Weier
Sam Weinzierl
Robbie Weisel and  
Britt Robson
Joyclyn Weiss
Mattie Weiss
Steve Wells
Jen Werner
Jon Wertz 
Penny Westfall
John and Janell Weum
F.T. Weyerhaeuser  
Family Fund

Passaic River
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Ben and Mary Whitney 
Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation
David Whitney
Amy and Andy Willette
Zac Willette
Linda and John Williams
Lisa Williams
Amy Wilson
Steve Wilson and  
Mary Shedd
Winnebago Industries
Julie Wissinger and  
Tom Higgins
Rick Wittwer and  
Debra Carlson
WIZARD487 Fund
James H. Woods 
Foundation
Walt and Pat Wozniak
Rolaine Wright
Lois Wroge
Susan Wyatt

Y
Susan Yassin

Z
Allison Zaccardi
Anna Zaros
Ellen Zemel

Louise Ziegler
Michael Zwank and 
and Nienke Wijnia

Tributes
Honoree(s) listed with 
donor(s) below.
David and Samantha 
Bates

Carol Jo Forneris
Cecile Bedor

Emily and Jeff Blodgett
Ann Mulholland 
Deidre Schmidt

Blue Star Families and 
Wilderness Inquiry 
Partnership

Susan Messina
The Clymerolson Family

Sam Scheuneman
Cory Dack

Angela Michaels
Anthony and Nina 
DiAngelis

Manzie DiAngelis
Kenneth Eck

Anonymous
Carolyn Eck

Julie Edmiston
Alyssa Huelman

Julie and Madeline 
Edmiston

Paula and John Storck

Karen Ekdahl
Ekdahl Hutchinson 
Family Fund of 
The Saint Paul and 
Minnesota Foundation

Catherine Baba Finch
ReVae Megaw

Beth and David Finch
Jim Stock and  
Anne Doyle 
Kate and Rick Hartfiel

Beth Finch
Mary Cannon

Cody Fleischfresser
Roger E. and Mary
Donn C. Beaubien
Charitable Fund

Laura Forero
Klerissa and  
John Church

The Grady Family
Polly and Gary Bayrd

Liebe Gray and Sue Talbot
Joan Robins

Angie and Brian 
Gustafson

Robert and Georgi 
Alexander

Sammie Hallgren
Linda and Kurt Hallgren

Mark Shaltz
Anonymous

Harding High School Staff
Maureen Rueber

Kate Hartfiel
Susie and Hal Goldstein

Andrew Hasenfeld
Robin Hasenfeld and 
Lester Blumberg

Nell Holden and Family
Anonymous

Cynthia and James Horine
Anonymous

Lowell (Skip) Hovren
Trudy Fredin and  
Al Trippel

Mark W. Herbert
Lauren Brutger

Marcia James
Gordon and Laurie Hain

Meg Krueger
Peter Roche and Lisa 
Alberghini

Greg Lais
Jim and Paula Mallory

Jake Marble
Judy Landsman

Mark Murphy
Christine Murphy

Erika Rivers
Tucker and Sandy 
Blythe 
Brett Feldman and 
Elizabeth Haugen 
Greg Lais and Patti 
Thurber

Paul Schurke
Robert Gorkin

Bill Simpson
Joe Conrad
Ed Hyshiver 
John and Susan Miller
Andy and Cheryl Shern

Ed Spencer
John Gulla and Andrea 
Godbout 
Molly O’Shaughnessy 
and Mike Monahan 
Phil and Margie Soran

Teddy Spencer
Doug Spencer and 
Kathleen Parrish

Nancy and Dwight Steege
Jerry and Allison Steiner

Kathy Steinberger
Kate Hartley 
Patrick O'Connor 
and Kerin McTeigue 
O'Connor

Anne Strootman
Anonymous
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Annie Sunderland
Constance Gabriel

Elizabeth Waldhauer, and 
Peggy and Gary Stewart

Minnesota Registry of 
Interpreters for the 
Deaf

Wilderness Inquiry Staff
Kim Keprios and John 
Everett
Vincent Marcucci
Lisa Miclette Pappo

Memorials
Honoree(s) listed with 
donor(s) below.
Ricardo

Marcia Hoistad
Eric, Neil and Rick

Jim and Mary Benson
John F Barnum

Lauren Barnum
Jay Berne

Bruce Gefvert

Margie Trott Binder
Daria Fallgatter

Joseph Boone
Camden Anzaldua

Russ Brown
Greg and Jodie 
Boderman

Neil DuBois
Anonymous
Martin and Margie 
Goliak
Janet and Mike Nilles
Lisa Williams

Neil DuBois and Rick 
Schmitz

Anonymous 
Heidi Bing 
Jaime and Dan Frazer
Martin and Margie 
Goliak
Katie Hull 
Janet and Mike Nilles
Joyclyn Weiss
Lisa Williams

Kenneth Eck
Warren and Becky Eck
Carolyn Eck

Rick Elledge
Patrick Pettit

Martha Finch
Kathryn Humphrey

Liebe Gray
Susan Talbot

Teri Hauer
Alberta Gelineau

Barry Hawkins
Dennis and Betsy Evans

Mark Herbert
Cal and Alice Broughton
Dianna Dotson 
Jan Herbert
Barbara Southward

William L. "Bill" Howard
Anonymous

Bill and Helen Hartfiel
Mary and David Neal
John and Betsy Massie
Gary and Mary O'Brien 
Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Tom Lewin
Kate and Scott 
Shamblott

Sean Maher
Anonymous
John and Janet Gendler
Marilyn Kapter

Mikayla McCarvel
Anonymous

Bruce Moulton
Kathy Steinberger and 
Jim Young

Andrew Murphy and 
Family

Anonymous
John Neitge

Barb Neitge
Boyd Nelson

Jan Bergerson
Carol Beim Nulsen 
through her endowment 
at Wilderness Inquiry

Steve and LuAnn Nulsen
Paul Roethlisberger

Anonymous

June Rott
Andy and Heidi Walz

Rick Schmitz 
Anonymous (2)
Kim and Dan Cash
Bonnie Goliak
Brenda Hahn
Ron Hoistad
Martine Lehtinen
Jody Main
Dawn and Mitch Manker
Tracey McCabe
Mary Schmitz
Katherine Soper

Rick Schmitz and Neil 
DuBois

Heidi Bing
Caitlin and Aaron 
Bulthuis
Jeanne and Steve 
Drewes
Stuart Etlin
Jaime and Dan Frazer
Katie Hull
Joyclyn Weiss

Midge and John 
Schweitzer

Lisa McCarston
Erika Sitz

Paul Sitz
John Smith

Anni Simons
Caroline Stevens

Eric and Caroline 
Stevens

Adam Trautmann
Anonymous

Whitney Ulvestad
Anonymous (2) 
Susan Becker
Gail Cousins
Christen and Billy 
DeLaney
Joy Erickson
Maureen and Philip 
Heasley
Michelle and Steve 
Hoemann
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Richard and Ingrid Hoyt
Jean Johnson
Chris and Tara Lyles
Jack MacBean 
Ann MacDonald
Tessa Marchessault 
Chris Meyer
Julia and Brian Palmer
Kathryn Ramstad 
Ingrid, Hugh, Nick, and 
Anna Roberts 
Andrea Roscoe
Heather Ross-Chalupnik
Chris Rotsch
Peggy and Dave Schultz
Carol and Paul Seifert
Mary and Mark 
Sigmond
Julie Stevenson 
Debbie and Gordon 
Stofer 
John Thompson
Thomson Family 
Linda Tilton
Harold and Pamela 
Ulvestad 
Lauren Ulvestad 
Nancy and Rolf Ulvestad 
Susan Wyatt

Jeff Veigel
Dave Dvorak

Carl Walz
Mary and Shaun 
Kennedy

Roxanne Weeks
Louise Ziegler

Mary M. Werner
Adolfo Chandeck
Kathleen Griswold 
Diane and Kurt 
Kruzshak
Karen Magri
Robert Powers

Fred and Eleanor Wertz
Jon Wertz

Debi Zalisk
Lauri Sidelko

Matching 
Gifts
Thank you to the 
following companies that 
matched their employees’ 
or retirees’ gifts. 
3M Corporation
Ameriprise
Apple
Bame Foundation
Bank of America
Boston Scientific
Canadian Pacific
The Margaret A. Cargill 
Foundation Employee 
Matching Fund
Cigna
Estee Lauder Companies
H.B. Fuller
Great Clips
Kresge Foundation
Medtronic
Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation

Natixis
Polaris Industries
SAP
Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation
Thermo Fisher
UnitedHealth Group
US Bank Foundation

Endowments
Carol Beim Nulsen 
Endowment Fund

Neil DuBois Endowment 
Fund
Finch Family Endowment 
Fund
Founders Endowment 
Fund
Sean Maher Endowment 
Fund
Andrew Murphy Memorial 
Endowment Fund
Harriet Spencer 
Yellowstone Area 
Endowment Fund
Whitney Ulvestad 
Memorial Endowment 
Fund

Great  
River Race
Thank you to our 
sponsors who raced to 
close the opportunity gap.
Alive and Kickin
Ann Bancroft Foundation
Ascentek
Cargill, Inc.
CharterSource/Finch 
Family
Colliers
Faegre Drinker
Regenold Family  
Outdoors Grant

Grady Family
Harding High School
Higgins Family
Huntington Bank
Lakewinds Co-op
LimnoTech
Lockridge Grindal Nauen 
P.L.L.P.
The Minnesota Star 
Tribune
Minnesota Vikings
Mississippi Park 
Connection
National Park Service
Nature Valley
Neil DuBois Family
Paul Fischer Family
Pearson-Forero Family
Pelican Leadership 
Academy
Polaris
Rick Schmitz Family
Ryan Companies
The Sandwich Room at 
Sea Salt
Sawmill
Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community Fund
Spencer Family
Thomson Reuters
Whitney Ulvestad Family 
and Friends
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Gifts In Kind
Cub Foods
Enlightened Equipment
JMG
Lunds and Byerlys
Mall of America
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota United
Judy Ostendorff and Ron 
Jensen
Peace Coffee
Public Lands
Dan Schally
Scheels

Science Museum of 
Minnesota
Rick Siedband
David Taylor

Volunteers
Anisa Amin
Rachel Andersen
Dave Anderson
Abby Baggenstoss
Jim Barott
Kearn Bartholomay
Jack Bert
Diane Berthel

Erin Beyer
Tom Bischel
Craig Bower
Kate Bradley
Amanda Brine
Melanie Broida
Calvin Brune
John Butler
Mandy Buzzelli
Rachel Callender
Becki Campbell
Jon Carter
Alicia Carter
Dean Casad
Maddie Casad
Kimberly Case
Laura Christensen
Jack Christoferson
Ken Collier
Marcia Conner
Elizabeth Connor
James Cunningham
Neva Dalager
George Dannecker
Snem DeSellier
Matt Domski
Mullen Dowdal
Michelle Downing
Mike Dripps

Sheila Duddy
Sareen Dunleavy Keenan
Cadence Eischens
Claudia Ernst
Tony Ernst
Pat Eveland
Michelle Ferreira
Beth Finch
Jen Franke
Mark Frick
Sammi Friedrich
Barbara Fritz
Alberta Gelineau
Margaret Gerhard

Steve Gethard
Jasmine Graper
Kathy Gronemeyer
Katie Haggerty
Rachel Hamlin
Jeff Hanson
Emily Hanson
Elin Harvey-Carlson
Tom Heller
Kristina Hendrickson
Samuel Hesla
Annie Hickman
Mary Hilfiker
John Hinck
Kim Hocker
Anne Holzman
Dietrich Hunter
Audrey Hunter
Ruth Hvidston
Ashley Irons Domski

Great River Race
In 2025, our 15th annual Great River Race brought 
together friends and supporters for a day of purpose, 
impact, and paddling fun. More than 300 people raced 
and cheered along the mighty Mississippi River in support 
of closing the outdoor opportunity gap for youth. Thanks 
to The Minnesota Star Tribune, Thomson Reuters, Cargill, 
and Nature Valley, for their presenting sponsorships and 
to all of the sponsors and partners who joined us to create 
equitable and inclusive outdoor opportunities! 
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Ginny Janelle
Jim Johnson
Kathie Johnson
Kathryn Jones
Kristen Jordens
Sandy Kennedy
Alison Khan
Margo Kirwin

Hannah Kline
Joe Klug
Alan Koehler
Jake Kranz
Zachary Krause
Anna Kyllonen
Greg Lais
Charlie Lakin
Louis Lambert
Patricia Larson
Jem Lawson
Eric Lillyblad
Ani Lowe
Fred Luce
Emily MacFarland
Cheryl Mairs
Max Malacko
Mary Malenke
Mariah Mantz
Jason Matz
Mary McCarthy-Mann
Sue McCrary
Adam McCullough
Debra McDonald
Patrick McGuigan
Bridget McGuire

Annie-Laurie McRee
Gabe Mianulli
Amber Miller
Carol Mizuno
Jennifer Nelson
Natalie Nelson
Dawn Nelson
Laura Nolan
Craig Peterson
Britt Peterson
Keren Price
Allison Pritchett
Grace Radtke
Larry Raineri
Clara Raineri
Michael Raynes
Noah Reedy
Craig Rees
Doug Reuss
Carleen Rhodes
Pat Rivers
Wyatt Rivers
Teah Rurup
Lynda Ruth
Deborah Schmedemann
Linda Seaton
Brielle Seitelman
Renee Sells

Audrey Severson
Rick Siedband
Bill Simpson
Divya Sivaraman
Fran Smith
Phillip Smith
Jennifer Sonnenberg
Ed Spencer
Teddy Spencer

Mary Jo Spotts
Sarah Staedy
Kathy Steinberger
Dawn Stevenson
Stew Stone
Dave Strootman
Adam Swift
Audie Swift
Ellie Swift

Suzanne Taylor
Madison Taylor
Alissa Thielman
Jeff Tornquist
Joe Toth
Megan Twomey
Melanie Vinson
Dag Von Ruden
Marsha Wagner
Ben Wall
Fionn Warren
Dan Watt
Jolynn Welk
Steve Wells
John Weum
Janell Weum
Patrick Wheeler
Katherine Wolf
Kent Wrenn
Rob Wudlick
Silvia Yueh
Chandra Yueh
Cindy Zehrer 
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OUR MISSION: Connecting people of all ages, backgrounds, identities, 
and abilities through shared outdoor adventures so that all people can 
equitably experience the benefits of time spent in nature.

wildernessinquiry.org 
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Location:
Shady Oak Lake, MN

https://wildernessinquiry.org/
https://wildernessinquiry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WildernessInquiry
https://www.instagram.com/wildernessinquiry
https://www.youtube.com/WildernessInquiry
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wilderness-inquiry/
https://www.facebook.com/WildernessInquiry
https://www.instagram.com/wildernessinquiry
https://www.youtube.com/WildernessInquiry
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wilderness-inquiry/
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